PERMISSION TO DISTRIBUTE TRANSCRIPT DATA

THROUGH TALKBANK

Carnegie Mellon University

Carnegie Mellon University is participating in a data-sharing program known as TalkBank that was established through federal and foundation grants to Brian MacWhinney at Carnegie Mellon. For the program to function properly, contributors will be asked to and will give permission for their work to be made available to other researchers. With a full understanding of the aforementioned, I hereby give permission to TalkBank to make and circulate electronic copies of the language transcripts and media that I describe below.  These copies may be distributed to scholars and other responsible parties. I warrant that this use of the data is in accord with Human Subjects review procedures at my institution and that participants have given informed consent to have their data available to researchers. I also warrant that there is no copyright restriction over the transcripts and media being circulated.  Any further restrictions that I wish to place on the use of these data are listed under (2) below.  I do not hold Brian MacWhinney or Carnegie Mellon responsible for the enforcement of these further restrictions and indemnify and render harmless both Brian MacWhinney and Carnegie Mellon University against any actions at law or in equity or in similar courts of any jurisdictions arising from violations of these restrictions. 

1.  General description of the data set, and IRB Approval # (if available):
The Teacher Talk Corpus (TTC) is one of the research outputs of the Multilingualism in Education (MultiEd) project led by Professor Ianthi Maria Tsimpli. The TTC is a small corpus comprising nine transcripts, which amount to 26,186 words and 5,587 utterances from approximately 6 hours 47 minutes of recorded speech. The audio recordings were carried out in Grades 4 and 5 English Language classrooms across four government-aided primary schools in New Delhi, India. 

Seven English Language teachers (sex: 5 female, 2 male; age range: 31 – 45 years) took part in the TTC study. They were all multilingual speakers of at least Tamil, Hindi, and English. Most of them (n=6) acquired Tamil as their home or first language (L1), apart from one teacher whose L1 was Kannada. Another teacher acquired four languages including Malayalam in addition to the languages mentioned above. For all of them, Hindi and English were acquired as subsequent languages. 

All seven teachers were university graduates: four of them were bachelor’s degree holders whereas the remaining three attained a master’s degree. All of them also undertook formal teacher training: most of them (n=6) had a Bachelor of Education, apart from one, who obtained a Diploma in Education. 

The teachers had an average of 10 years (range: 7 – 15 years) of teaching experience at the time of data collection (2024). 

In compliance with the UK’s Data Protection Act 2018, unique IDs were assigned to the teacher participants to protect their anonymity. Any callouts of personal names (e.g. names of students, teachers, research assistants) in the audio recordings were bleeped out; these names have also been replaced with fictitious names in the transcripts to ensure the anonymity of individuals. 

2.  Restrictions to be placed on the use of the data:
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Please mail this signed form to: Brian MacWhinney, CMU-Psychology, 5000 Forbes Ave. Pittsburgh, PA, 15213, USA  or send a scanned signed copy to macw@cmu.edu
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