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Practice identifying stuttering behaviors and scoring the OASES

This activity is an ungraded practice in 1) identifying and counting stuttering events and 2) quantifying the impact of stuttering on speakers who stutter. You may wish to review the directions for the Stuttering Measurement Assignment (due later in the semester) before beginning. In this activity you will revisit some of the interviews you listened to during the first week of class.

To view the interviews, go to: https://fluency.talkbank.org/teaching.html
Then click on: Teaching with Fluency Bank in bottom left corner
Then click on: Browsable transcripts in top left
Then click on: Interview in the top left corner

If you wish to have your own transcript on which to record stuttering moments:  Click on: Download transcripts and OASES
This action downloads a zip file with all the CHAT transcripts as well as all the OASES score sheets filled out by each interviewee

From the zip folder, locate and print out the transcript for 019.cha and 071.cha. These transcripts consist of the speaker’s intended message. That is, the transcript does not contain all the words that the speaker said, because some of the words (e.g., repeated words) were not intended to be said. You should put these additional words on the transcript, but realize that they are not included in the overall number of words spoken. Next, listen to the first five minutes or so of each transcript and identify when stuttering occurs.  (refer to the symbols to use in the Stuttering Measurement Assignment). It might be easiest to listen for one type of stuttering behavior at a time rather than listening for them all at once.

From the zip folder locate and print out the OASES score sheet for participants 019 and 071. Refer to the OASES manual (available in the Clinic) regarding how to score these forms. Score each response sheet and quantify the overall impact that stuttering has on these two participants. Try to identify not only when a stuttering event occurs, but what kind it was (e.g., syllable repetition, sound prolongation, block). 

Once you have completed annotating the transcript and scoring the OASES, get together with 1-2 classmates and compare your stuttering annotations and scores. Here are some questions to think about when you meet:

1. Did you agree when a stuttering event occurred?
2. What was the range of frequency counts for each behavior across all three raters? Did you all mostly agree? 
3. Were there any patterns in what you agreed on or disagreed on? 
4. Now compare your scoring of the OASES. Make some summary statements about your group’s scoring. 
5. Bonus Question: Given this participant’s frequency of stuttering and OASES score, what would you recommend as a starting point in treatment?

I will post answer keys and annotated transcripts once we discuss this in class, so that you can compare your annotations and scoring to a key.
