
PERMISSION TO DISTRIBUTE TRANSCRIPT DATA 
THROUGH TALKBANK 

Carnegie Mellon University 

Carnegie Mellon University is participating in a data-sharing program known as 
TalkBank that was established through federal and foundation grants to Brian 
MacWhinney at Carnegie Mellon. For the program to function properly, contributors will 
be asked to and will give permission for their work to be made available to other 
researchers. With a full understanding of the aforementioned, The University of 
Manitoba (UM) on behalf of Dr. Melanie Soderstrom hereby gives permission to 
TalkBank to make and circulate electronic copies of the language transcripts and media 
outlined under (1) of Schedule A.  These copies may be distributed to scholars and other 
responsible parties. UM warrants that this use of the data is in accord with Human 
Subjects review procedures at the UM and that participants have given informed consent 
to have their data available to researchers. UM also warrants that there is no copyright 
restriction over the transcripts and media being circulated.  Any further restrictions that 
are to be placed on the use of these data are outlined under (2) of Schedule A.  UM does 
not hold Brian MacWhinney or Carnegie Mellon responsible for the enforcement of these 
further restrictions and indemnify and render harmless both Brian MacWhinney and 
Carnegie Mellon University against any actions at law or in equity or in similar courts of 
any jurisdictions arising from violations of these restrictions.  

Agreed and acknowledged by: 

Signed       _______________________________       Date  __________________ 

Printed Name   Kerrie Hayes 
Institution    The University of Manitoba 

Read and Understood: 

____________________________ 
Dr. Melanie Soderstrom 

May 20/26

Docusign Envelope ID: F33E211C-A546-86AE-8229-54875850A8EE

21-May-2026

21-May-2026



Please mail this signed form to: Brian MacWhinney, CMU-Psychology, 5000 Forbes 
Ave. Pittsburgh, PA, 15213, USA  or send a scanned signed copy to macw@cmu.edu 

Schedule A 
 

1. General description of the data set and IRB #  

This dataset contains both audio recordings and metadata from 37 out of a total of 50 
participants (13 participants from the original study did not provide consent to share their 
data). The data consist of longform home audio recordings capturing the language 
environment of 6- to 13-month-old Persian-learning infants in Iran. In addition, the 
dataset includes metadata for each participant, including demographic information about 
the infants and their caregivers, and derivative files such as annotation files.  
The data were collected using the LENA system and were part of a PhD study by Sara 
Montazeri on the quantity and prosodic characteristics of linguistic environment of 
Persian infants. The study, under protocol number HE2022-0170 was approved by the 
University of Manitoba Research Ethics Board on August 3, 2022.  
 
 

2. Restrictions to be placed on data availability: 

Due to the sensitive nature of these recordings, access to all data (including recordings, 
meta-data, and derivative data) must be password-protected. We further require that 
access only be granted on a case-by-case basis by Sara Montazeri or Melanie Soderstrom 
(the two data managers), via either the standard HomeBank request process, or direct 
inquiry to either of the two data managers. No files may be placed in open access at any 
time without the direct approval of either of the data managers. 
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