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PERMISSION TO DISTRIBUTE TRANSCRIPT DATA 
THROUGH TALKBANK 

Carnegie Mellon University 
 
Carnegie Mellon University is participating in a data-sharing program known as 
TalkBank that was established through federal and foundation grants to Brian 
MacWhinney at Carnegie Mellon. For the program to function properly, contributors will 
be asked to and will give permission for their work to be made available to other 
researchers. With a full understanding of the aforementioned, I hereby give permission to 
TalkBank to make and circulate electronic copies of the language transcripts and media 
that I describe below.  These copies may be distributed to scholars and other responsible 
parties. I warrant that this use of the data is in accord with Human Subjects review 
procedures at my institution and that participants have given informed consent to have 
their data available to researchers. I also warrant that there is no copyright restriction 
over the transcripts and media being circulated.  Any further restrictions that I wish to 
place on the use of these data are listed under (2) below.  I do not hold Brian 
MacWhinney or Carnegie Mellon responsible for the enforcement of these further 
restrictions and indemnify and render harmless both Brian MacWhinney and Carnegie 
Mellon University against any actions at law or in equity or in similar courts of any 
jurisdictions arising from violations of these restrictions.  
 

1.  General description of the data set, and IRB Approval # (if available): 
 

The data collection took place in Kuwait. A total of 70 children, in groups of ten, were 
sampled from the general Kuwaiti population. Residents of Kuwait originating from 
neighbouring countries were excluded. The subjects were randomly selected from 
variable ethnic backgrounds and social classes, concentrating on inner city population. 
The sample was divided into seven gender- balanced subgroups with the following age 
ranges: 1;4-1;7, 1;8-1;11, 2;0-2;3, 2;4-2;7, 2;8-2:11, 3;0-3;3 and 3;4-3;7.  

Spontaneous speech sample was audio and video recorded on a single occasion. The 
parent was instructed to interact spontaneously with his or her child for 30 minutes. A set 
of rubber toys and picture books were made available during all recording sessions. The 
parent/child spontaneous interaction was digitally recorded with an Edirol R-09HR 
Handheld SD Recorder and a Shure PG14/PG185 Lavalier wireless microphone system 
attached to a custom made vest and connected wirelessly to the recorder. The vest was 
made to hold the microphone transmitter on the child’s back and the lavalier microphone 
was attached approximately 10-15 centimetres below the child’s chin.  

All children were offered a screening hearing assessment in the form of free- field 
audiogram to ensure adequate hearing necessary for the child’s speech development. The 
researcher used an Interacoustics PA5 Kamplex KS5 portable paediatric audiometer to 
perform the screening test in a quiet room prior to recording the speech sample. They 
each passed a 25- or 30-dB pure tone hearing screening test at 500, 1000, and 4000Hz.  

A number of picture books and rubber toys (duck, fish, frog and turtle) were made 
available for the parents to use during the recording session. The parents were 
encouraged to use the provided toys and books when the child was not cooperative, 
especially near the end of the 30-minute session. 
 
 
 
 



Page 2 of 2 

 
2.  Restrictions to be placed on the use of the data: 
 
 

Alqattan, Shaima. 2015. Early phonological acquisition by Kuwaiti Arabic children. 
University of Newcastle Upon Tyne Ph.D. Dissertation. 
In accordance with TalkBank rules, any use of data from this corpus must be 
accompanied by at least one of the above references. 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed       _________________________   Date  ___1 November 2020__ 
 
Printed Name   Shaima AlQattan__ Institution __ University of Newcastle Upon Tyne __ 
 
Please send a scanned signed copy to macw@cmu.edu or mail to: Brian MacWhinney, 
CMU-Psychology, 5000 Forbes Ave. Pittsburgh, PA, 15213, USA 


